
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S2559 April 10, 2013 
Kenneth McDonald, who is retiring this 
month after a distinguished career of 
over 28 years of service to the United 
States Army and the Nation. 

Lieutenant Colonel McDonald grad-
uated from West Point in 1985 with a 
degree in Civil Engineering and was 
commissioned a Second Lieutenant in 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. He 
subsequently served as a platoon lead-
er, support platoon leader, and execu-
tive officer in the 299th Engineer Bat-
talion (Corps Combat) at Fort Sill, OK. 
He later commanded Delta Company, 
20th Engineer Battalion at Fort Camp-
bell, KY and served as S3 and executive 
officer for the 577th Engineer Bat-
talion, Fort Leonard Wood, MO. 

Throughout his career, Lieutenant 
Colonel McDonald deployed to Iraq for 
Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm, 
Kosovo, and Korea. In 2006, Kenny vol-
unteered for service in Iraq in support 
of Operation Iraqi Freedom and served 
as deputy commander, Gulf Region Di-
vision South District, U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers in Basrah. During his 2 
year tour, he was responsible for over 
$500 million worth of construction 
projects, including the Basrah Chil-
dren’s Hospital. In 2008, he and mem-
bers of his team were severely wounded 
in an ambush while they were inspect-
ing the hospital. He recovered from his 
wounds at Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center and later was assigned to the 
West Point Warrior Transition Unit. 
While still assigned to the WTU, he re-
quested and was allowed to serve as the 
deputy commander, New York District, 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

Lieutenant Colonel McDonald also 
served as an instructor and assistant 
professor in the Department of Geog-
raphy and Environmental Engineering 
and the Department of Civil and Me-
chanical Engineering at West Point. In 
2009, he was promoted to associate pro-
fessor and served as engineering pro-
gram director for the Department of 
Systems Engineering at West Point. 
During his tenure, the Engineering 
Management Program was recognized 3 
years in a row as the top Engineering 
Management Program for under-
graduate education in the Nation by 
the American Society for Engineering 
Management. 

His military awards and decorations 
include the Bronze Star; Purple Heart; 
Meritorious Service Medal; Joint Serv-
ice Commendation Medal; Army Com-
mendation Medal; Army Achievement 
Medal; Joint Meritorious Unit Award; 
Meritorious Unit Commendation; Army 
Superior Unit Award; Air Assault; Air-
borne; Ranger Tab; and Combat Action 
Badge. 

Kenny and his wife COL Debbie 
McDonald, who currently serves as the 
director of admissions at West Point, 
have two grown children. Their daugh-
ter Anna is a 1LT Quartermaster Offi-
cer and Company Commander and their 
son Joshua is a cadet at West Point. I 
congratulate Kenny on a job well done, 
and wish him and his family the very 
best in the years to come. 

TRIBUTE TO GORDON MOULTON 

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Dr. Gordon 
Moulton in honor of his retirement 
after 46 years of service to the Univer-
sity of South Alabama. Gordon dedi-
cated his life to the success of the uni-
versity and its surrounding commu-
nities and served as university presi-
dent for 16 years. I am honored to call 
this remarkable man my friend and fel-
low Alabamian. 

Gordon received his B.S. in Industrial 
Management from the Georgia Insti-
tute of Technology and an M.B.A. from 
Emory University. He was also award-
ed an honorary doctorate from Spring 
Hill College in 2006. 

He began his service at the Univer-
sity of South Alabama 3 years after its 
founding in 1966 as a business faculty 
member and went on to launch the 
School of Computer and Information 
Sciences as its first dean. He was 
named president of the university in 
1998. Gordon’s numerous successes at 
the university include increasing aca-
demic programs and scholarships, se-
curing grants for cancer research, ex-
panding student opportunities, devel-
opment and renovation of various fa-
cilities, and the creation of the USA 
Research and Technology Park which 
has provided many jobs and opportuni-
ties for high-tech industry partnerships 
in south Alabama. 

During his tenure as President, the 
University of South Alabama was able 
to launch ‘‘Campaign USA,’’ a highly 
successful fundraising effort that has 
raised millions for the university. He 
also worked to form a critical partner-
ship with Infirmary Health System 
which has been instrumental in mak-
ing improvements in area health care. 
For his work in the area, Gordon was 
named ‘‘Mobilian of the Year’’ in 2002. 

Over the years, Gordon and his wife 
Geri have donated generously to the 
University of South Alabama, most re-
cently presenting the University with 
$3 million in order to fund cancer re-
search at the USA Mitchell Cancer In-
stitute. Their generosity, compassion, 
and dedication to finding a cure for 
cancer is both admirable and humbling. 
In addition to funding for cancer re-
search, they have given millions to 
fund Moulton Tower and Alumni Plaza, 
Geri Moulton Children’s Park at the 
USA Children’s and Women’s Hospital, 
and various scholarships and athletic 
endeavors. 

Today, it is rare to see an individual 
so invested in one institution for the 
larger part of his career, but the work 
that Gordon Moulton has done at and 
for the University of the South will 
forever be remembered by its students, 
faculty, board of trustees, and the com-
munities in and around Mobile that 
have benefitted from the University. 

I congratulate him on his retirement 
and thank him for his decades of serv-
ice to one of Alabama’s great edu-
cational institutions. 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

FRIENDS OF THE CHILDREN 

∑ Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, today I 
rise in support of Friends of the Chil-
dren, FOTC, a revolutionary organiza-
tion founded and based in my home-
town of Portland, OR, that provides in-
tensive, long-term mentors to highly 
vulnerable kids in need. FOTC takes a 
preventive, early intervention ap-
proach that breaks the cycle of poverty 
and helps children grow up to be pro-
ductive citizens. 

The key to FOTC’s success is its 
mentors, called Friends. Each Friend is 
full time, paid and professionally 
trained. The Friends are matched with 
the most severely at-risk children at 
an early age—selected in kinder-
garten—and make a 121⁄2 year commit-
ment to each child, guiding them 
through high school graduation. 

Friends of the Children was founded 
in 1993 and is celebrating its 20th anni-
versary this year. My friend Duncan 
Campbell, founder of FOTC, grew up in 
poverty himself, and his persistence, 
hard work and entrepreneurial spirit 
continue to be a driving force behind 
FOTC’s success. 

The goals for FOTC’s children are 
both simple and profound: success in 
school with a minimum of a high 
school diploma or GED; avoid involve-
ment in the juvenile justice system, 
and avoid early parenting. And inde-
pendent research has shown that 
Friends of the Children is achieving 
those goals: 85 percent of FOTC grad-
uates have completed high school, de-
spite 54 percent having a parent who 
did not graduate; 97 percent of FOTC 
youth are not involved in the juvenile 
justice system despite 60 percent hav-
ing a parent who has been incarcer-
ated; and 98 percent of FOTC adoles-
cents avoid early parenting despite 60 
percent having been born to a teen 
mother. 

Friends of the Children works be-
cause it treats every child as an indi-
vidual facing a set of unique cir-
cumstances, and takes a committed, 
hands-on approach to improving those 
circumstances. It works because it fo-
cuses on one-on-one relationships using 
a rational, intelligent and proven sys-
tem. 

While headquartered in Portland, 
Friends of the Children now has chap-
ters in four additional cities: Klamath 
Falls, Seattle, Boston and New York. 
Today, I am proud to congratulate this 
remarkable program on its 20th anni-
versary, and look forward to cele-
brating many more years of its contin-
ued success.∑ 

f 

BUDGET OF THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2014—PM 7 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
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